
How to Record Lessons for Distance Learning 
Please reach out to your GC Lead at your site for support. Remember you do not need to show your face in 
your  videos. It is okay for students to be in the video, but not encouraged. Videos should be posted to your GC 
Classroom. If all DL students are able to log in live, then you will not need to post video.  

 
Using Smart Recorder: 
 

To record a lesson: 

1. Tap the SMART Board icon  in the notification area and then select Recorder to open the 
SMART Recorder. 

 
NOTE  
If your computer isn’t currently connected to a SMART interactive product, the SMART Board 

icon includes an X in its lower-right corner . You can still access the SMART Recorder if 
you’re not connected to an interactive product. 

 
2. If you want to change options such as the quality, format, save location, and more, select  

Menu > Options. 

 
 

You’ll have the following options: 

Tab  Options 

Recording Quality  Sound quality: A higher sound quality produces better audio playback but 
will increase the file size.  
 
Video quality: A higher frame rate produces higher quality recordings but 
also increases the file size.   
   
TIP If you select Automatic Selection (Recommended), SMART Recorder 
automatically evaluates your computer and selects the optimal frame rate. 

Video Format  Windows Media Video (*.wmv): Any version of Windows Media Player can 
play a Windows Media video file. 
 
SMART Recorder Video (*.avi): Windows Media Player can play a SMART 
Recorder video file if SMART Notebook software is installed on the 
computer playing the file. 
NOTE : You can convert a SMART Recorder video file to a Windows Media 
video file by sharing the recording (see Sharing a recording). 

https://support.smarttech.com/docs/software/notebook/notebook-19/en/presenting-lessons-desktop/using-smart-recorder.cshtml#Sharing


Target Files  Use the options here to choose the default location for saving your 
recordings. You can also choose to have a warning message appear if the 
available space for your chosen save location is running low. 
 
TIP: For best performance, save the files on your computer’s hard disk 
rather than a network drive. 

Watermark  There are three watermark options: 
○ No watermark 
○ Image watermark 
○ Text watermark 

If you select an image or text watermark, you can set properties such as 
transparency, color, and more. 

 

3. Tap the arrow next to the Record  to select the area you want to record: 
○ Record desktop: Record the whole screen. If you have multiple displays, you will be 

asked to select the one you want to record. 
○ Record Area: Draw a rectangle around the area you want to record. 
○ Record Window: Select the window you want to record. 

 

4. The recording begins as soon as you select the area you want to record. 
 

TIP: Don’t want the SMART Recorder to appear in the recording? Hide it by selecting Menu > 
Hide to System Tray. To show the SMART Recorder again, tap the SMART Recorder icon  
in the notification area, and then select Show. 

 

5. Perform the actions you want to record. If you connected a microphone to your computer, 
speak into your microphone to capture the sound. If you want to pause your recording, tap 
Pause . To resume recording, tap Record  

NOTES: To pause the recording while the SMART Recorder window is hidden, tap the SMART 
Recorder icon  in the notification area, and then select Pause. 
 

● To resume recording, tap the SMART Recorder icon in the notification area, and then 
select Record. 
 

6. After you complete the actions you want to record, tap Stop  in SMART Recorder. 
 

7. NOTE: To stop the recording while SMART Recorder is hidden, tap the SMART Recorder icon
 in the notification area, and then select Stop. 

 

8. The Save As dialog box appears. Type a file name and tap Save. 
After SMART Recorder creates the video file, the Recording Complete dialog box appears. 
The information in this dialog box includes the file location of the recording, file size and 
duration of the recording. 
 

9. If you want to view the recording after you close this dialog box, select Play Recording. 
If you want to share the recording with others, select Share Recording. 


